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730 S. Fountain Ave. 'Apt.2

Shingle Style (1880-1900)

1. General form & interior similar to Queen
Anne but more horizontal and restrained
2. Roof & walls covered in wood shingles
3. Stone foundation

4. Low tower (generally)

728-730 South Fountain was originally designed and built as a double. Construction
dates to the late 1880’s - early 1890’s. If one pauses in front of the house, definite
differences in the details between the “halves” are noticeable, particularly in the front
porches. The house is noteworthy in the historical sense as having been built and
occupied by Harry S. Kissell (The Kissell Company - now part of Norwest Mortgage).
While he lived here he met “the girl next door”, Olive Troupe (724 South Fountain)

whom he ultimately married.

The house was ultimately converted to a 4-unit apartment. In 1985, it underwent
extensive renovations which qualified for recognition by U.S. Department of the
interior as a certified historic renovation. The house remains a 4-unit apartment. As
testimony to its comfortable qualities, it is still home to the first residents who moved in
following the completion of the rehab work.

Stacey Paviatos




803 S. Limestone Street

{talianat tyle (1840-90

1. Low roof with pronounced cornice
supported on brackets _

2. Rounded or flat-topped windows with
projecting hoodmolds

3. Often with arcaded porches

4. Wood, stone or brick

This spacious brick home was built by the Ingling family in the early 1860’s. Some of
the exterior highlights include eight-foot arched windows, original wrought-iron fence
and gates, and the tall, rectangular facade with bracketed cornices on all sides. The
shuttered windows are one of the most attractive features of the exterior, but in the 19th
Century they were considered essential for protection against birds, insects and the
hot rays of the sun--an open window was the only air conditioning available to our
Victorian ancestors.

Upon arrival through the foyer, visitors will no doubt notice the marvelous curved
wooden staircase. Happily, much of the original woodwork and marble manties are
intact. All of the wooden doorframes on the first floor are original, though they were
painted in later years and will require stripping to return them to their natural beauty.
Nearly all of the original interior doors were preserved (some not in use) and the best
of these are between the foyer and library, and also the three beautiful folding doors
between the living and dining rooms.

Many of the rooms at the back of the house were divided by previous owners for
modern use. Part of the present kitchen was originally a hall. The first floor bathroom’
is located where the back stairs once were. Dr. Robert Wynne bought the property in
the mid 1970’s, and performed extensive improvements on the house. When he
bought the house it was still heated by a coal furnace. The last occupant of the house
before Dr. Wynne was Asadora Breeden, a member of the Ingling family that built the
house. The house is reputed to have been in that family for 100 years.

We purchased the home in 1994, and thus far have made only cosmetic changes to
the interior. In the years ahead we hope to remove the paint from the woodwork and
refinish the floors. We also anticipate repairs to the windows and painting the exterior
trim.

Though most people are tempted to seek out the seeming security of drywall and vinyl
siding typical of modern homes, we feel that the preservation of a truly historic piece of
architecture provides a lasting sense of accomplishment.

Buddy Porter and Michael Miranda




806 S. Fountain Avenue

Eastlake Stick Style (1860-90)
1. Sticklike exterior ornamentation .
-narrow horizontal siding -
2. Steep, intersecting gable roofs
3. Angular, vertical, asymmetrical forms
4, Three-dimensional porch & verandas
5. House ornamentation consisting of
-curved brackets
-spindies
-turned posts

The Scott Mansion was built in approximately 1882 by a prominent Springfield
attomey, William A. Scott. This home is an example of the Eastlake Stick Style
architecture. The paired windows in the front, the narrow horizontal siding, and the
beautiful overlay on the peak are representative of the near purity of this mansion’s
Eastlake architecture.

The narrow horizontal siding plays a trick upon the eye. By all appearances, each
narrow slat was placed on the house individually. However, each pair of slats is
actually one board. This effect is a famous old carpenters’ trick; each single board is
slatted down the center creating the illusion of two boards. Siding constructed in this
manner was called Novelty siding. The rectangular designs above the mantel and the
interior doorways, the triangular designs and chamfering (rounding of edges) on the
Newell post, and the royal parquet floors illustrate Eastlake craftsmanship which went
into only the finest homes of that time.

We have spent much time planning and researching to restore the interior of this
house, which had been badly remuddied into four apartments. The foyer and two front
parlors have had less work done to them than the other rooms on the first floor. They
had to be repapered, floors and woodwork refinished and the ceilings painted. The
dinning room, however, has had a major overhaul as it had been changed into a
kitchen for one of the four apartments. We have had to reproduce woodwork and door
jams, replace windows and a mantel, replaster the ceiling, hang wallpaper, and
refinish the floor in the dining room to restore it to its earlier grandeur. The four back
rooms (kitchen, library, bathroom, laundry) have been gutted and completely redone.
The work has been time-consuming and tedious but we feel that we are preserving a
piece of history.

Claudia and Basil Fett




1413 S. Fountain Avenue

Prin tyle (1906

1. Direct descendent of the Queen Anne style

2. Asymmetrical massing of form

3. Complex roofline

4. Large chimneys

5. Some exterior ornamentation of Queen Ann
-Bay window

6. Colonial touch - Palladian window

7. Exterior dental moldings

Charles Liggett purchased the land on which our house stands for $525 in 1900. He
had the house bult in 1906 and in 1911 transferred the deed to Sarah Liggett. Later
owners were James Randall and Delner Hall from whom we bought the property in
1962.

QOur children were 4, 8 and 10 when we moved here and spent their school years at
Highlands, Hayward and South. Our son still teaches for the city schools. We have
always felt at ease here and really appreciate our home in the neighborhood.

Raiph and Martha Sprackiin




